
A
macon-Onni Group’s
Brava project overlooks
the last major designated
city park in downtown

Vancouver, a bonus buyers appre-
ciate.

The twin-tower concrete devel-
opment in the 1100 block Seymour
will also become home to the Van-
couver National Film Centre
when completed in the fall of
2004.

“I like the idea of overlooking a
park and I’m a film buff, so Brava is
perfect for me,” says Crista Aikens,

who has bought a 600-square-foot
unit on the 14th floor similar to
one of the display suites. “I just
like the whole package and it’s
near to Yaletown but not actually
in it.”

She describes her kitchen,
which features an electric fire-
place in the island, as “sexy.

“I can just imagine friends sit-
ting around the island.”

Broadcaster Neil Macrae has
bought a couple of units in Brava
for “straight investment” purpos-
es, he says.

“I liked the location and the park
and it’s difficult to find a condo
complex downtown with an out-
side pool,” Macrae says. “And the
film centre is an added attraction.”

Construction on the towers is
slated to begin this month, says
Cameron McNeil and Jason Craik
whose company, McNeill and
Craik Real Estate Solutions Inc., is
marketing Brava for developers
Amacon-Onni.

“They are solid concrete build-
ings with punched windows,” says
Craik. 
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Brava
Address: 1133 and 1199

Seymour Street, Vancou-
ver

Project: Two towers of 26
storeys and 33 storeys

Unit size: From 453 sq. ft. to
905 sq. ft.

Price: From $126,900 to
$266,900; townhomes
$238,900 and penthous-
es $465,000

Architect: David Hewitt of
Hewitt + Kwasnicky Archi-
tects Inc.

Marketing: McNeill and
Craik Real Estate Solu-
tions Inc.

Developer: Amacon-Onni
Group 

By ANDREW PETROZZI

H
ome ownership was out
of the question for Wal-
ly and Gloria Dilk and

their family. Unable to qualify
for a mortgage, the Dilks, their
d a u g h te r  R a c h e l  a n d  s o n
Philip, lived in a cramped two-
bedroom Burnaby apartment.

For many families like Dilks
the lack of affordable housing
in the Lower Mainland made
the idea of owning property an
unattainable fantasy.

But a new 27-unit townhome

complex at 8745 Government in
Burnaby, under construction by
the volunteer-based Habitat for
Humanity Society of Greater
Vancouver, is giving ‘working-
poor’ families a chance to own
their own homes.

“They certainly gave us a big
boost. We couldn’t see the light
at the end of the tunnel before,”
says Wally. His family is one of
four to move into the first com-
pleted stage of the project. 

“Our teenage daughter was
s h a r i n g  a  r o o m  w i t h  h e r
younger brother. I felt bad

about not being able to provide
a better situation for her.”

The townhome complex, the
largest Habitat project in Cana-
da and the first in the Lower
Mainland,  wil l  provide 27
townhomes at reduced rates to
qualified families. 

Wi t h  vo l u n te e r  l a b o u r,
donated construction materials
and no-interest mortgages
amortized over a 20-year term,
Habitat gives those without
hope of owning a house a new
lease on life.

“The costs to the family is

about $80,000 for the mort-
gage. Over 20 years that mort-
gage with no interest comes
out to about $400 a month,”
says Chris McGill, chair of
Habitat’s public relations com-
mittee.

The 1,000 square foot, two-
storey, three-bedroom town-
homes include a bathroom, an
unfinished basement — with
an additional 500 square feet
and plumbing rough-ins — as
well as four appliances. The
homes are not furnished.

Room with 
a view

Amacon-Omni’s twin-tower development on Symour will
overlook the last major designated city park

Habitat project brings home ownership within reach
Lack of affordable housing makes property ownership unattainable for many
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Cameron McNeill (left) and Jason Craik are marketing the twin-tower complex.

Brava units come with smart video intercom and the latest
category 5 telephone and cable wiring for high-speed Internet.

Every kitchen includes top-of-the-line
appliances and solid granite counters.

Spacious bedrooms are among features that make Brava a special
investment for discerning buyers.
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Wally Dilk and children Philip, 14, and Rachel, 19, outside their
place at Habitat for Humanity. 
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Waterfront living in the heart of the West End

Presentation Centre Now Open

Noon to 5 daily except Friday

1738 West 2nd Avenue (just east of Burrard)
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